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Now, amazingly, the indictment later
says that the university accessed data
of an unnamed executive branch agen-
cy through an unnamed internet com-
pany. That unnamed internet company
possessed that data because it was a
subcontract ‘‘in a sensitive relation-
ship between the U.S. government and
another company.”

Apparently, taxpayers unwittingly
assisted the false-information cam-
paign used against Trump by the
Democrats.

I'd like to say that you can’t make
this stuff up, but that is exactly what
they did. A researcher that worked to
falsely connect Trump to Alfa Bank
said, ‘““We cannot technically make any
claims that would fly public scrutiny.”

They also discussed faking email ad-
dresses to try and beef up some bogus
false connection between Trump and
Alfa Bank. Even the unnamed tech ex-
ecutive essentially said the Alfa Bank
data was a ‘‘red herring.”

One email in the indictment even
says in part:

The only thing that drives us at this point
is that we just do not like [Trump]. This will
not fly in the eyes of public scrutiny. Folks,
I am afraid that we have tunnel vision.

They recognized that what they were
doing lacked any factual support, yet
Sussmann, the Democrats, and the
Clinton campaign proceeded ahead
anyway.

Even more than that, Christopher
Steele reportedly got his information
about Alfa Bank from Sussmann and
included it in the Steele dossier. The
indictment clearly shows the depth to
which the Clinton campaign went to
smear Trump—smear—with false evi-
dence and plant it with the liberal
media, who then willingly ran with it—
and probably smiled as they ran with
it. And here we are, years later, with a
country that has been almost torn
apart because of the Democratic Par-
ty’s fake evidence against Trump.

Special Counsel Durham stated on
December 9, 2019, in part, relating to
the Justice Department inspector gen-
eral’s report on Crossfire Hurricane,
““last month we advised the Inspector
General that we do not agree with
some of the report’s conclusions as to
the predication and how the FBI case
was opened.”’

Special Counsel Durham has had sev-
eral years to investigate and bring a
case forward. We have seen two in-
stances where folks have been charged
with a crime, one already pleading
guilty.

One must not forget the Obama-
Biden Justice Department’s and the
FBI’s blatant misrepresentations to
the FISA court during the Crossfire
Hurricane and other serious wrong-
doing, much of which was uncovered by
Congress and the inspector general.

On June 29 of this year, Senator
JOHNSON and I asked Attorney General
Garland if he agrees with then-Attor-
ney General Barr’s statement that any
Durham report be submitted in the
form that will permit public dissemina-
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tion. On July 13 of this year, Attorney
General Garland said that he agrees.

Special Counsel Durham, let’s see
what you have got, and we will be able
to see it when the report comes out.

PRIVATE DEBT COLLECTION PROGRAM

Mr. President, on one other matter,
shorter than I just had, news accounts
continue to mention plans to increase
IRS enforcement funding and to impose
onerous reporting requirements on sen-
sitive banking information to the IRS.

These proposals raise many concerns,
particularly in light of questions re-
garding the ability of the IRS to pro-
tect taxpayers’ information. Even this
yvear, we had a whole bunch of stuff go
public of private taxpayer information
that, by so doing, violated the code to
protect the privacy of taxpayers.

However, I want to now discuss an
existing IRS program that’s already
collecting hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in unpaid taxes and doing it annu-
ally. I am referring to the program
called the Private Debt Collection Pro-
gram that uses private contractors
pursuing tax debts that the IRS would
otherwise not pursue. This program
was enacted as part of the infrastruc-
ture legislation signed into law 2015.

Each year since then, annual updates
on the program’s finances document
very well the growing success of this
program that is done by private debt
collectors. As of the end of the fiscal
yvear 2020, the program had collected
nearly $1 billion in unpaid taxes. After
accounting for the program’s cost, it
has returned more than $678 million in
net revenue to the Treasury. Of that
$678 million, more than $458 million
was from the fiscal year 2020 alone.

Every year the program is allowed to
function, it brings more and more
money into the Treasury. At the same
time, it generates resources the IRS
uses to hire additional tax collection
personnel. To date, the program has
enabled IRS to hire many new employ-
ees.

The recent IRS update for the cur-
rent fiscal year 2021 continues this
trend. Through June, the Private Debt
Collection Program has provided more
than $700 million in net revenue to the
Treasury. In other words, in the first 9
months of fiscal year 2021, the program
has more than doubled the revenue it
has returned to the Treasury. The
longer this program is allowed to work,
the more successful it becomes.

The proposals being put forward by
my colleagues across the aisle are
based on the premise that by spending
more money, the IRS will collect more
money. The Private Debt Collection
Program brings in money without
spending taxpayers’ money.

Despite the obvious benefits of this
program, I am very concerned that the
IRS has suspended providing additional
cases to the program until the end of
September. Commissioner Rettig as-
sured me in responses to written ques-
tions that the additional cases would
be provided on September 27.

I am going to hold Commissioner
Rettig to that statement and, in the
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upcoming days, expect to see him keep
his word to me.

All the handwringing over spending
more money to increase IRS enforce-
ment and information reporting shows
the serious issues involved in those
proposals.

The IRS Private Debt Collection Pro-
gram is proven to collect taxes already
owed, allows the IRS to hire more per-
sonnel, and costs nothing up front.
Anyone serious about closing the tax
gap should support and encourage the
full use of this program, the Private
Debt Collection Program.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. I would ask unani-
mous consent that, at the end of my re-
marks, the scheduled vote take place.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as
chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, I want to say a few words about
some of the important budgetary issues
that Congress is now facing. I want to
focus on the $3.5 trillion reconciliation
bill, but before I do that, I want to
comment on the looming debt crisis
that we face.

The Republican leader, MITCH
McCONNELL, this morning once again
reiterated that the Republican Party
will not vote to lift the debt ceiling;
and in an extraordinarily irresponsible
manner, Republicans have indicated
that they will not pay the debts in-
curred under the Trump administra-
tion.

In his statement, as he has done time
and time again, Senator MCCONNELL
implies that this debt ceiling has some-
thing to do with future spending. It
does not.

In his statement, as he has done time
and time again, Senator MCCONNELL
implies that this debt ceiling has some-
thing to do with future spending. It
does not. Like anyone who owns a cred-
it card, the payments that are made
are for past spending—in this case,
spending incurred under the Trump ad-
ministration.

Let us be clear. If the United States,
the largest economy in the world, de-
faults on its debt, it will plunge not
only our country but the entire global
economy into what could become a se-
vere economic depression. That means
massive unemployment, higher inter-
est rates, severe reduction in govern-
ment services, and possible cuts in
such programs as Social Security and
Medicare.

The irresponsibility of the Repub-
lican leadership is not just something
that I worry about. According to press
reports, former Republican Secretaries
of Treasury Hank Paulson, who worked
under George W. Bush, and Steven
Mnuchin, who worked under Donald
Trump—Republican Secretaries of the
Treasury—both of them visited with
Senator MCCONNELL to make the case
about the need to extend the debt ceil-
ing. They understand, as I think all of
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